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Toledo, OH: Members of Toledoans for Safe Water will hold a press conference Monday morning               
(September 10) at 9:30 AM with Advocates for a Clean Lake Erie (ACLE) in International Park. ACLE                 
will officially announce their endorsement of the Lake Erie Bill of Rights (LEBOR) charter amendment. 
 
Mike Ferner, founder of ACLE said, “Active citizens rescued Lake Erie when it was near death in the late                   
1960's, but since then corporations have gained control of the EPA and it's those same powerful interests                 
-- oil and gas companies, the Chamber of Commerce, the Farm Bureau and agribusiness lobbying groups                
-- that are now suing to keep Toledoans from voting on the Lake Erie Bill of Rights. Look at Lake Erie                     
today and it's clear we can't rely on the Ohio and US EPA to protect our environment. We need to use the                      
power of democracy if we're going to hold polluters accountable."  
 
Katherine Ariel Grube with Toledoans for Safe Water, “We’re excited to have local support from               
Advocates for a Clean Lake Erie. Their members have been actively engaged in putting pressure on                
elected officials and regulatory agencies who have thus far failed to implement effective protective              
measures on behalf of Lake Erie and the communities who rely on it. Together, we will continue to push                   
for laws that take the burden off the public and uphold the Rights of Nature.”  
 
The Lake Erie Bill of Rights, a first-in-the-nation Ecosystem Rights of Nature initiative by the people,                
will enshrine in the Toledo City Charter that the Lake Erie watershed and ecosystem have legal rights, the                  
right to exist and flourish. This will form the basis of a new legal framework for addressing                 
environmental issues by giving citizen groups standing to sue major polluters on behalf of Lake Erie in                 
civil court, enabling citizens to directly address pollution and harm to their drinking water before the harm                 
occurs.  
 
The initiative was drafted by the Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund (CELDF) at the              
invitation of Toledoans for Safe Water as a result of frustration felt by Toledoans at years of inaction by                   
the government. Since 2006, CELDF has partnered with dozens of communities across more than 10               

 

http://www.advocatesforacleanlakeerie.org/


 

states to enact Rights of Nature laws. It currently works in Nepal, India, Cameroon, Colombia, Australia,                
and other countries. The introduction of the Lake Erie Bill of Rights will establish Toledo as a leader in                   
the growing national movement embracing Community Rights and Rights of Nature. 
 
Where: International Park 
Date: Monday, September 10 
Time: 9:30 AM 
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